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See What’s Possible 
The official newsletter of the Golden Triangle RC Club 

Club Meetings are on the 3rd Saturday of every Month at 0900 

Location – Golden Triangle RC Club Field  

2820 E. Seeton Road 

Grand Prairie, TX 75054 

Or: 

Market Street Grocery Store (Inclement Weather Location) 

3145 E. Broad St. 

Mansfield, TX 76063 
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Club Officers and Board of Directors                                                    

 
Jason A. Mitchell 

President 

✉️ motomazzo@yahoo.com 

   972-259-7033 

 

 
Bob Smith 

Vice President 

✉️ rsmith6@asid.net 

   817-808-2133 

 

 
Mike Koenig 

Treasurer 

✉️ mkoenig75@yahoo.com 

   

 

 
Michael Roznick 

Secretary 

✉️ superfortress04@gmail.com 
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Eric Thompson 

Safety 

✉️ ethompson1509@gmail.com 

   435-231-2099 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ben Bergman 

Chairman 

✉️ 
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     FEATURE 

Wheels Down: The New Runway is Complete! 

 

After months of planning, coordination, and construction, the Golden Triangle RC Club officially has a brand-

new runway. 

For many members, seeing the finished asphalt stretch across the field was a moment worth pausing for. What 

was once petromat and somewhat compacted ground is now a smooth, permanent surface that will serve the 

club for years to come. The project represents one of the most significant improvements in the clubôs recent 

history and a clear sign of the strong relationship between the club and the City of Grand Prairie. 

Projects like this donôt happen by accident. They require planning, persistence, and cooperation between 

multiple groups. From the early discussions with city officials to the construction crews working through 

weather and soil challenges, the runway project was the result of a shared goal: improving the field while 

preserving what makes this club special. 
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Throughout the process, the City remained committed to delivering the runway the club asked for. Their 

investment, both financially and in time demonstrates the confidence they have in the Golden Triangle RC Club 

as responsible stewards of the property. 

And now, the result is something every member will benefit from. 

A paved runway brings immediate advantages. Takeoffs and landings are more consistent, aircraft wear is 

reduced, and larger or more scale-oriented models have a surface that better reflects full-scale aviation. It also 

opens the door for more events and demonstrations, which help bring new pilots into the hobby and strengthen 

the clubôs presence in the RC community. 

But perhaps the most important part of the runway project isnôt the asphalt itself, itôs what it represents. 

The City of Grand Prairie has made a significant investment in our field, and that investment reflects trust. Trust 

that the club will continue to operate safely, maintain the facility, and represent the hobby in a positive way. In 

many places across the country, flying fields are disappearing. Here in Grand Prairie, the opposite has 

happened: the city has chosen to invest in the future of our field. 

Thatôs something worth protecting. 

As we begin flying from the new runway, itôs important that we treat the entire field with the care it deserves. 

Keeping the area clean, respecting safety rules, maintaining equipment, and helping newer members learn the 

ropes all contribute to preserving what we have. 

The runway may be new, but the values that built this club remain the same: community, responsibility, and a 

shared passion for flying. 

If you havenôt had the chance yet, take a moment on your next visit to walk the length of the runway. Look back 

at the pit area, the flight line, and the open Texas sky beyond. Itôs a reminder of how fortunate we are to have a 

place like this to fly. 

The project may be complete but in many ways, it marks the beginning of the next chapter for the Golden 

Triangle RC Club. 

See you on the flight line. 
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        FROM THE FLIGHT LINE  

President’s Message: 
This is a topic I wish I didnôt have to address, but itôs time to deal with it directly. 

The cigarette-butt litter at the field must stop. 

Despite reminders, the amount of cigarette waste around the property has recently reached an unacceptable 

level. Butts have been found across the field, from the parking lot to underneath the tables in the pit area. Both 

the City of Grand Prairie and the runway contractor noticed and mentioned it to me. Not critically, but with 

genuine surprise at how many there were. 

To address this, the club purchased dedicated cigarette receptacles and asked members where they should be 

placed. They were installed exactly where requested, yet they were still not used. I later moved them under the 

pit area beside the trash cans, even though smoking technically isnôt allowed there, to make disposal easier. 

Even then, they were largely ignored. 

Instead, cigarette butts have been thrown directly into the trash bags or left on the ground. I asked for this stop 

because it creates a fire risk and because I typically haul the trash home, and the bags become extremely 

unpleasant when filled with cigarette waste. Unfortunately, the problem has continued. On top of that, one of 

the receptacles the club purchased was vandalized. This week we even found ashes flicked into the porta-potty 

urinal. 

Damaged receptacle 

 

Ash in urinal 

 

Butts picked up off ground 
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Let me be clear: this is not about smoking itself. I understand that some members smoke. I dipped Copenhagen 

for years myself and still enjoy an occasional cigar. In my view we are an outdoor hobby, and smokers should 

be able to smoke at the field without issue. 

What this is about is litter and respect for the property. 

Throwing a cigarette butt on the ground is no different than throwing a sandwich wrapper on the ground. And 

right now, that behavior reflects poorly on the club. 

The City of Grand Prairie has just invested roughly $250,000 into improving our field, and as long as Iôm 

President and hopefully long after, we are going to take care of it. This club exists because we have a great 

relationship with the city and because our members take pride in the facility. We are grown men enjoying a 

hobby. Letôs act like it. 

After discussing this with the club officers, we are giving the membership one final opportunity to correct the 

issue. The vandalized receptacle will be replaced.  However, if cigarette-butt litter continues, the officers will 

bring forward a vote to make the field completely smoke-free. Based on member feedback, that motion would 

likely pass. At that point the bylaws would be amended to allow enforcement actions, including banning repeat 

violators from the field if necessary. 

None of us want it to come to that. 

The solution is simple: if you smoke, please use the receptacles provided or take your waste with you. And if 

you see someone dropping litter, say something. Holding each other accountable is part of maintaining the kind 

of club we all want to belong to. 

Letôs take care of the fieldðand the opportunity weôve been given. 

See you at the field, 

Jason Mitchell 

President, Golden Triangle RC Club 
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Editor’s Note: 

Stewardship 

Last month I wrote about momentum. The club had projects moving, plans coming together, and the runway 

construction well underway. This month, weôve reached the next phase of that story. 

The runway is complete. 

What the City of Grand Prairie has provided for our club is nothing short of a tremendous gift. A new runway 

represents a significant investment in our field and in the future of the Golden Triangle RC Club. Itôs something 

many clubs never get the opportunity to experience. As the construction crews begin packing up and the dust 

begins to settle, the responsibility shifts to us. 

This is where stewardship comes in. 

Stewardship simply means taking care of something that has been entrusted to you. Our field has always been 

more than just a place to fly, itôs a shared space that represents the pride of the club and the relationship we 

have with the city and the surrounding community. The way we treat this facility is reflected directly on all of 

us. 

That means keeping the field clean, taking care of the equipment, respecting the rules that keep everyone safe, 

and lending a hand when something needs attention. Most of the time, stewardship isnôt about big gestures. Itôs 

the small things, picking up a piece of trash, helping a new member, shutting down equipment properly, or 

simply leaving the place a little better than we found it. 

The new runway is something we can all be proud of. Now itôs our turn to make sure it stays that way. 

Blue skies, 

Eric Thompson 

Newsletter Editor 
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     CLUB BUSINESS 

February 2026 Business Meeting Minutes 

Prepared by: Michael Roznick, Secretary 

Date: February 2026 

Time: 9:00 AM ï 9:35 AM 

Location: GTRCC 

Members Present: 23 

Call to Order 

President Jason Mitchell called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 

Officer Reports 

Presidentôs Report 

¶  Randy is currently selling foam board F-22 models. Members interested should contact him for details. 

¶  Jason noted that the runway project has brought significant attention to the club, and we expect increased 

membership once construction is complete. 

¶  Membership renewals remain lower than expected at this point in the year. Jason suggested some members 

may be waiting until the runway project is finished before renewing. 

¶  The club has begun removing non-renewed members from the roster. Reminder emails have been sent, 

including options for members who may wish to make donations instead of renewing membership. 

Vice Presidentôs Report 

¶ No report. 

Treasurerôs Report 

¶  The club remains in good financial condition. 

¶  February financial summary: 

¶ Income: $881 from membership renewals 

¶ Expenses: $1,080 

¶  Expenses included $667 for the April Heli Event grand prize. 

¶  41 members have not yet renewed, and members were encouraged to remind others to complete their 

renewals. 

Secretaryôs Report 

¶ Minutes from the January meeting were published in the February newsletter. 

Safety Officerôs Report 
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¶ No report. 

Runway Construction Update 

Jason attended a Thursday meeting at the field with the City of Grand Prairie and the contractor. 

¶ The contractor has been working hard to deliver a quality runway. 

¶ However, the contractor raised concerns about soft soil conditions, noting that a road grader was 

sinking slightly where it had been parked. 

¶ The contractor suggested the possibility of operating from compacted dirt or potentially returning to 

petromat runway material. 

¶ Jason rejected both options and reaffirmed that the club expects the asphalt runway originally 

planned. 

The contractor agreed to pause work until Monday to allow the ground to dry before attempting asphalt 

installation on a test section. 

After the contractor departed, Jason spoke with Paul from the City of Grand Prairie . 

¶ Paul indicated he believes the contractor may be overstating the soil issue. 

¶ He reaffirmed the cityôs commitment to delivering the runway the club requested, even if minor 

adjustments are required during construction. 

Generator Discussion 

During this discussion, Paul also asked Jason to select a generator for the field. 

Jason is currently evaluating a 12 kW generator with: 

¶ Push-button start 

¶ Indicator light showing when the generator is active 

¶ Two-hour timer shutoff 

The city is also considering wiring the generator into the pavilion and potentially doubling generating 

capacity. 

Club Governance 

Bylaws Update 

Members voted unanimously to approve the updated club bylaws. 

¶ Copies were distributed prior to the meeting. 

¶ Paper copies were also provided at the meeting for review. 

QR Code Signage 

Jason proposed installing QR code signs at the field linking directly to club rules and bylaws, making them 

easily accessible for members and visitors. 
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Events 

Annual Heli Event 

April 24ï25 

¶ Jason reported that Texas DPS may bring a full-scale EC-145 helicopter to land at the event for 

display. 

¶ The club is currently exploring food options, ideally less expensive than last yearôs catering. 

¶ Michael reported that several raffle prizes have already been purchased, including: 

o Goosky RS7 700-size helicopter kit 

o Goosky 200-size UH-1Y Venom 

o 450-size Bell 206 scale fuselage 

¶ Additional prizes are expected from event sponsors. 

F5J Glider Contests 

Jason requested the club schedule four F5J events this year: 

¶ One half-day contest per quarter 

¶ One full event in October 

Members voted in favor of this proposal. 

SPA Pattern Event 

Frank Cox provided an update on the SPA Pattern Event scheduled for June 6. 

¶ Members interested in competing should sign up on the SPA website. 

¶ The Basic category is designed as an introduction to pattern flying: 

o No entry fee 

o No SPA membership required 

¶ The event may be cancelled if only a small number of pilots register. 

Additional Event Discussions 

¶ A Warbird event was briefly discussed for later in the year, possibly November. 

¶ This will be revisited after runway completion. 

Club Equipment & Field Projects 

Tractor Project  

Frank Flores and Jason continue working on reassembling the club tractor, which will be capable of 

performing field grading and leveling work. 

Newsletter Update 
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Eric Thompson encouraged members to submit photos and project updates for the club newsletter. Member 

build photos have been particularly popular. 

Field Maintenance & Vandalism Concerns 

Jason reported two recent issues: 

¶ Fire extinguisher inspection tags have been cut or removed 

¶ The top portion of a cigarette butt disposal container was burned 

Members were asked to report anyone seen vandalizing club equipment. 

Fire extinguisher tags are a required safety item from the City, and missing tags must be replaced 

immediately. 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 AM. 
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    SAFETY & OPERATIONS  

Safety Moment: Taking Care of the Equipment That Protects Us 

You will  notice a few updates around the pavilion. 

 

 

 

 

All fire extinguishers at the field now have new inspection tags, and a new first aid kit has been installed 

in the pit area. These updates were completed to meet safety requirements requested by the Corps of 

Engineering via the City of Grand Prairie and to ensure we are properly prepared in the event of an emergency. 

While we all hope these items are rarely needed, they are an important part of keeping the field safe for 

everyone who flies here. The fire extinguishers are required safety equipment, particularly given the presence of 

fuel-powered models and charging batteries. The first aid kit provides quick access to basic medical supplies 

should someone need assistance. 

Please take a moment to note where these items are located and treat them with care and respect. These are 

not decorations or spare equipment, they are there for emergencies. Damaging, removing, or tampering with 

them means they may not be available when someone truly needs them. 

The City has invested a great deal in our facility, and maintaining our safety equipment is part of being good 

stewards of the field. If you notice missing tags, damaged equipment, or supplies that need replacement, please 

let one of the club officers know. 

A safe field is everyoneôs responsibility. 
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Creative / Unplanned Landings! 

This monthôs Creative / Unplanned Landing Award goes to club memberé. 

no submissions this month 
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  CLUB PROJECT CORNER 

Project Description Estimated Cost Status 

Flag pole 

installation 

Pick location, prep area, dig 

hole, set pole, complete 

decorative surround / 

plague, flowers, etc. 

$500-$1000 Not yet started 

New Tractor 

auxiliary pump 

installation / 

repair 

New tractor needs auxiliary 

pump.  Install pump. Go 

over tractor and make 

ready for work this spring 

(Jason Mitchell, Justin 

Moore, Frank Flores pinned 

for this task) 

$500 In Process 

Overhaul 

existing drag 

shredder 

Install new parts on existing 

drag shredder. Cut / Weld 

skirt to size.  Rework 

bearings/hubs for wheels 

(Jason Mitchell has taken 

this task).   

$700* Parts already 

paid for 
In Process 

New signage 

on club 

entrance 

New sign / gate logo, etc.   TBD Not yet started 

Finish Float 

Plane Area 

Finish clearing, apply 

herbicide to eradicate briar 

growth, possible retractable 

floating dock to facilitate 

aircraft launch / retrieval.  

Possible Jon boat/equivalent 

for aircraft  retrieval 

$1500 

**On-hold 

pending 

runway 

completion 
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¶  ñHow you can helpò 
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            THE BUILD BENCH  

Member-submitted ï email picture and commentary of your projects to Eric at 

ethompson1509@gmail.com 

Foamboard Fighters:  

If you are interested in purchasing one of the foam board fighters, Randy Mays is building a small and 

large version of an F22 Raptor, all proceeds are going to the club.  He can build you an RTF (just add 

your own receiver and battery) or an ARF version where you will need to add your own servos, motor, 

esc & battery and be ready to join the dogfight!  He has a couple ready for new homes, message 

Randy through WhatsApp for more information if you donôt have his number. 

Small RTF $65 

 
 

Small ARF $25 

 
 

 
Large RTF $75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ethompson1509@gmail.com
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New Acquisitions & High -Performance Builds:  

Norm has a new to him plane,  

ñHere is my blast from the past. Itôs been flown, but not by me yet. Weather and I have been busy. I 

will maiden it at skinners fun fly in Oklahoma at the end of the month. 

 

103 inch aeroworks Extra 260, DA 120 for power, as soon as they are available, I have a set on 

order, I will be changing out the MKS servos for JR 8911 FOC servos, I will be using an odd/even set 

of JR receivers. Fourtitude RC 32 ounce fuel tank, and a falcon 29.5x9.5 prop.ò  
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Glenn has a new Eflite Cherokee, which he hasnôt maidened just yet 

 

 

 

 

Ericôs new AJ Aircraft 68ò Extra, powered by a T-Motor AM670 6S setup, with Theta 989 servos all 

around.  It will maiden as soon as the field is back open. 
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Byron and his new Blade Eclipse 360 Coast Guard BNF 

 

Jason has a pair of new to him Helis.  KDS Agile 7.2 heli, with SAVOX 3292SG servos on cyclic, 

SAVOX 3291SG on tail rotor, Spektrum Avian ESC, Spektrum FC6250HX FBL unit  
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👥 MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
¶ Name 

¶ Time flying 

¶ Favorite aircraft 

¶ Best advice or funniest moment 
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📅 EVENTS & MERCH 

 

¶ For Club Shirts, please contact one of the Club Officers as we may have some t-shirt inventory 

available for purchase $25   

o Or contact The Logo Factory in Grand Prairie, TX: www.logofactoryco.com / 972-642-

4222 

¶ For club stickers (limited sized and quantities available), please contact Frank Cox  ï 

countilaw@yahoo.com 

¶ For-Sale reminderséIf youôd like to list something for sale, please feel free to use the club 

ñWhatsAppò channel to post your RC related items.  Also, Facebook, RCGroups and Flying 

Giants are great places to buy/sell. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.logofactoryco.com/
mailto:countilaw@yahoo.com
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📬 HOW TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE NEWSLETTER 

¶ Send an email to Eric Thompson at ethompson1509@gmail.com if you have something that 

you would like to be considered in the next newsletter 

¶ Photos are great with your submission, make sure they are of a quality file size when you 

email them. 

¶ Submission deadlines ï two weeks prior to the next club meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Newsletter Editor – Eric Thompson  
Any comments / complaints / suggestions, do not hesitate to contact me at: 

ethompson1509@gmail.com 

 

***End Newsletter*** 

mailto:ethompson1509@gmail.com

